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Four years ago, Illinois joined with more than 40 other
states to create the Common Core State Standards and
prepare students for an ever-changing world. Illinois now
must put in place an assessment system that measures
whether students achieve at Common Core levels and
provides an accurate picture of teaching and learning.

Four years ago, Illinois joined with more than 40 other
states to create the Common Core State Standards and
prepare students for an ever-changing world. Illinois now
must put in place an assessment system that measures
whether students achieve at Common Core levels and
provides an accurate picture of teaching and learning.

Four years ago, Illinois joined with more than 40 other
states to create the Common Core State Standards and
prepare students for an ever-changing world. Illinois now
must put in place an assessment system that measures
whether students achieve at Common Core levels and
provides an accurate picture of teaching and learning.

continued on back >>

continued on back >>

continued on back >>

Five ways for Illinois legislators to
support the Common Core:
1

Support the shift to the new Common Core
assessments, and create a feedback process to
ensure continuous improvement. Illinois leaders
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should adopt an aligned system of Common Core
assessments, and then support students, educators
and school leaders throughout the transition. This
first step cannot be the final one. The state should
create an advisory group to gather feedback, drive
improvement and ensure new assessments serve the
needs of students and teachers.

2

Invest in technology to support a 21st century
public education and the computer-based
assessments that come with it. School districts

Address how the state provides resources to
improve teaching and learning in all school
districts. How Illinois funds public education is ripe

2

Talk with educators about how instruction
and assessment are evolving with the
Common Core. Educators know what they need to

3

Stay the course. lIllinois must see the Common
Core through and support students, educators and
schools as they take teaching and learning to a
higher level. The state also should consider carefully
how the new Common Core assessments will be used
during this initial transition.

Learn more about Illinois’ shift to new standards and assessments
at www.advanceillinois.org/assessments
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Address how the state provides resources to
improve teaching and learning in all school
districts. How Illinois funds public education is ripe
for review. In a state defined by funding disparities
from one district to the next, state leaders must
consider how to support all school districts with
implementing the new standards and assessments.
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provide high-quality instruction and assessments.

5

Invest in technology to support a 21st century
public education and the computer-based
assessments that come with it. School districts
need the technology infrastructure to improve
instruction and assessment. This likely will require a
state investment – soon.
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Talk with educators about how instruction
and assessment are evolving with the
Common Core. Educators know what they need to
provide high-quality instruction and assessments.
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Stay the course. lIllinois must see the Common
Core through and support students, educators and
schools as they take teaching and learning to a
higher level. The state also should consider carefully
how the new Common Core assessments will be used
during this initial transition.

Learn more about Illinois’ shift to new standards and assessments
at www.advanceillinois.org/assessments

